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Dive deep into the vivid underwater world of Dark Life!The oceans rose, swallowing the lowlands.

Earthquakes shattered the continents, toppling entire regions into the rising water. Now, humans

live packed into stack cities. The only ones with any space of their own are those who live on the

ocean floor: the Dark Life.Ty has spent his whole life living deep undersea. When outlaws attack his

homestead, he finds himself in a fight to save the only home he has ever known. Joined by Gemma,

a girl from Topside, Ty ventures into the frontier's rough underworld and discovers some dark

secrets to Dark Life. Secrets that threaten to destroy everything.
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I picked up Kat Falls' Dark Life on a whim and was very pleased to find it to be well worth the

money. Falls is a relatively new author (to me, anyway) and Dark Life was her debut novel.Ty is a

fifteen-year-old boy living in the pioneer undersea colony of Benthic Territory, which is located on

the ocean floor somewhere off the east coast of the US. Or rather, what was the east coast until a

big chunk of it ended up under water due to rising sea levels. His parents were among the first

generation to leave the surface world and settle homesteads in the territory, but Ty has lived there

almost his entire life. For him and his younger sister Zoe, the undersea world of the territory is

_home_.For the most part, life in the territory is good. Or was until Ty comes across a derelict sub

on the edge of the territory, a prospector's sub that was apparently attacked by an outlaw band



called the Seablite Gang. As Ty investigates the sub, the situation immediately becomes further

complicated when he unexpectedly runs into a "Topsider" (someone from the surface world) on the

sub, a girl his own age named Gemma who's come down into his world looking for her missing older

brother.The author, Falls, is very good at immediately immersing you in the world of Dark Life,

bringing it vividly into reality around the reader from the very beginning:"I peered into the deep-sea

canyon, hoping to spot a toppled skyscraper. Maybe even the Statue of Liberty. But there was no

sign of the old East Coast, just a sheer drop into darkness.--A ball of light shot past me - a vampire

squid, trailing neon blue. The glowing cloud swirled around my helmet. Careful not to break it up, I

drifted onto my knees, mesmerized.

Due to global warming causing the land to flood and the eastern seaboard to sink into the ocean,

there's not enough land for people to live on and barely enough to grow food. In an attempt to solve

the food and energy shortages, the Commonwealth government allowed settlers to move under the

ocean, to own their own land, as long as they harvested kelp and fish and maintained the energy

resources for those who live topside. Engineers and scientist jumped on the chance to create

underwater homesteads and develop farming practices that would help feed people. Many of these

scientists also became some of the first underwater settlers of the Benthic Territory. The promise of

having your own home and a hundred acres after two years of working the land draws many more

people looking to make a new life. Despite the fact that many of the settlers are some of the best

minds in their fields and provide them with food, Topsiders believe it unnatural not to live on land.

They call the Benthic Territory settlers "Dark Life" a reference to bacteria that the settlers find

insulting. Then throw in the fact that lack of sun exposure makes them very pale and eating lots of

bioluminescent fish give them a slight glow, and the settlers seem even less than a part of

Commonwealth society.Ty was the first child born under the sea, and of the 22 children in the

territory, he's the only teenager. His discovery of Gemma (a teenage topsider) gives him the first

opportunity to socialize with someone his own age. Gemma is looking for her brother who is living in

the territory, but nobody seems to know him. Gemma is amazed by life under the ocean, all of the

space available, and the fact that settlers actually know who each other are. She's also quite

intrigued by the stories of Dark Gifts.
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